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ABARAT: THEME AND CONFLICT
I. THEME

You have learned that a story’s theme is the author’s message about people or about life. A short story may have only one theme, while a novel may have many. In the space below, you will find six of the numerous themes found in Abarat. Write one or more good sentences about each theme. Here are a few ideas about writing about theme: 1) How is the theme presented / developed in the novel--is it stated by the narrator or a character? revealed by events? in a poem? by a chapter title? is it presented in more than one way?  2) What characters are most clearly involved in this theme, and how? 3) How could you clearly state the author’s message in a good sentence?                                                            
Theme A:  One popular literary theme in Abarat is coming of age / loss of innocence.  

Theme B:  The theme of a person’s search for identity is also important in Abarat. 

Theme C:  You can accomplish amazing things if you have faith and trust in the right things or people.

Theme D: Dark times and evil are always there, but good people can resist them.
Theme E: “Better to be alive in the Here and Now--in this bright, laughing moment--and let the Hours to 
           come take care of themselves.”

Theme F:  Even people who do bad things should have a chance at redemption; that is, having a second 
 chance in life to be a good person.
II. CONFLICT

A short story may have only one or two conflicts; a novel often has many, as Abarat does. In analyzing a conflict, you consider several things:  1) the nature of the conflict (person v. person, person v. self, etc.); 2) who is involved; 3) whether it is internal or external; and 4) whether it is resolved. Conflict A and B are already started for you. (Notice how themes and the conflicts that drive the plot are related!)
Conflict A: A major conflict in Abarat is Good against Evil or Light against Darkness. This is mainly presented as a person (or creature) v. person conflict; however, it certainly involves person vs. self and other types of conflict as well. It seems that everyone in the book is involved on one side or the other, and this conflict can be both internal and external. It is not resolved at the end of this book. Identify at least two major characters on each side:

        Good:






Evil:

Conflict B: The main character faces a major internal conflict about leaving childhood behind, becoming an adult, and taking an active role in working to help others, even at great personal risk.                                                                                            


1) The nature of this conflict is person vs. _______________________.

2) The character involved is __________________________.


3) The conflict is / is not (choose one) resolved because _________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________.
Conflict C: At the end of the novel, it appears that two characters may later become involved in a struggle to control the same body.

1) The nature of this conflict would be both person vs. _________________________ and person vs. ___________________________ because ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________.


2) The characters involved will be _____________________  and ______________________________.


3) My prediction as to how it may be resolved is ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________.
