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UNDERSTANDING LITERARY DEVICES
Read the following excerpt from Abarat and then compose a good paragraph explaining how the author has used literary devices. Identify at least two specific types of literary devices that are used in the selection, and support your composition by quoting at least one example of that device that is found in the passage. DON’T FORGET A TOPIC SENTENCE!

The top of the pod now flew open like the lid of a casket. And there, lying in a mess of mud and water, but cushioned by the leaves and the coiled tendrils that lined the pod, was John Mischief and his brothers. 


John Moot was the first to open his eyes. He blinked hard. Then he frowned and let out a little laugh. 


“What happened?” he said.


“You’re awake . . .” said Tom.


John Drowze piped up next. “So am I!”


It was like watching the stars come out at night, as now--one by one--the John brothers opened their eyes and the light of full consciousness returned into their puzzled faces.


“We should lift you out of here,” Tom said to them, “before the greenery thinks about swallowing you up again.”
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