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CHARACTERIZING THE HERO IN LITERATURE 
Candy Quackenbush: an Epic Heroine?
PLEASE ANSWER USING COMPLETE SENTENCES!

1.  What things have you learned about Candy that could explain why she is willing to leave her home and everything she knows to enter into an unknown and dangerous world?

2.  Below are the general characteristics of an epic hero that we have previously discussed in relation to characters like Gilgamesh, Perseus and Hercules. Having read the first few chapters of Abarat, describe how the following elements of the hero seem to fit Candy.

a) something unusual about parents or birth  (tell what):


b) threatened as a child (example?):


c) shows early signs of being special (how?):


d) is called on to undertake a special quest (what?):


e) faces a dangerous journey (what?):


f) helped (or hindered) by a mentor, gods, or other powerful or supernatural beings (example?):


g) travels to the underworld (or another world) (this one is too easy!):


h) finally achieves or is raised to glory (take a wild guess, just for fun!):

3. Explain in a few sentences how you think Candy may end up being an epic heroine.
